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Course Description

School/Faculty/Department: School of Diplomacy and International Studies 
Program: International Relations and Development
Curriculum BA International Relations and Development (International Program) B.E. 2568 (2025)

1. [bookmark: 1._General_Information]General Information

	IRD 403
	Current Issues in International Relations and Development
	3 (3-0-6)
	

	Co-requisite course(s)
	-
	
	

	Pre-requisite course(s)
	-
	
	

	Semester
	1/2025
	
	

	Section
	180
	
	

	Curriculum
	Preparatory Courses
	
	

	
	General Education Courses
	
	

	
	          Specialized Core Courses
	
	

	
	Free Elective Courses
	
	

	Responsible lecturer
	Dr. Jiraroj Mamadkul
	Full-time
	Guest

	Instructors
	Dr. Jiraroj Mamadkul                                   
	Full-time
	Guest

	
	
	
	

	 Place of study
	

	Onsite
	Off-site

	Date of preparation
	15 August 2025
	
	



2. [bookmark: 2._Course_Objectives_and_Components]Course Objectives and Components

1. [bookmark: 1._Learning_objectives]Course Objectives
1. Students can critically analyze major regional conflicts, including the Israel-Palestine conflict, problems in the Middle East and Southeast Asia, and the Korean Peninsula.
2. Students can evaluate the geopolitical and economic implications of major development initiatives, such as the One Belt One Road Initiative and the Indo-Pacific Initiative.
3. Students can synthesize knowledge to identify and forecast future trends shaped by technology, economic shifts, and emerging security threats.
2. [bookmark: 2._Course_description]Course description
The study of major current international and developmental issues including foreign policies on the Israel-Palestine conflict; problems in the Middle East; problems in Southeast Asia; the Korean Peninsula problem; and significant national and regional development projects, i.e., economic development in East Asia and Southeast Asia, the One Belt One Road Initiative, the Indo-Pacific Initiative, and future development trends.


3. Number of weekly hours for advising and academic counseling for individual students
3 hours/week	[image: ] e-mail: jiraroj.m@rsu.ac.th            [image: ] Facebook:
[image: ] LINE:
[image: ] Other:

4. [bookmark: 4._Course_Learning_Outcomes_(CLOs):]Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs):
1. [bookmark: Students_will_be_able_to_acquire_knowled]Apply knowledge of international relations and development to understand and analyze current foreign affairs situations.
3. Student Learning Outcomes
Development of course learning outcomes following the desired learning standards for each domain is as follows:

1. Knowledge

	PLOs
	Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs)
	Teaching methods
	Assessment methods

	2
	1. Apply knowledge of international relations and development to understand and analyze current foreign affairs situations.
	· Lecture + Guided Discussion → Provide theoretical grounding, then facilitate discussions linking to current events.
· Case Study Analysis → Students analyze real-world foreign affairs events using IR & development concepts.
· Presentation.
	· Evaluation and scoring
of assigned tasks.
· Observation during group discussions.
· Assessment of group presentations.



2. Skills

	PLOs
	Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs)
	Teaching methods
	Assessment methods

	2
	1. Analytical Skill → Ability to connect theory with practice, break down complex international events, and identify causes/consequences.
2. Critical Thinking → Evaluating multiple perspectives and competing explanations in foreign affairs.
3. Application of Knowledge → Using IR and development concepts to interpret real-world scenarios.
	· Lectures with Real-Time Examples → Introduce theories and immediately link them to current events.
· Case Study Analysis → Students work through real cases (e.g., conflicts, diplomacy, trade disputes).
· Problem-Based Learning (PBL) → Groups solve complex international issues using IR frameworks.
· Group Discussion
	· Case Study Report (Group or Individual) → Structured analysis of a real foreign affairs event.
· Class Participation (Discussion & Debate) → Measure ability to engage with peers and defend arguments.
· Presentation (Group or Individual) → Oral communication of analysis and recommendations.



3. Ethics

	PLOs
	Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs)
	Teaching methods
	Assessment methods

	2
	1. Demonstrate integrity and honesty in using digital and AI tools for academic work and research in international relations.
2. Respect intellectual property and academic integrity by avoiding plagiarism and misrepresentation of sources.
3. Practice responsibility and accountability in teamwork, group discussions, and project assignments.
	•  Lecture + Discussion 
    on Ethics →   
    Introduce academic  
    honesty, responsible   
    AI use, and global   
    ethics in IR.
· Debate → Students argue for/against ethical positions in international contexts.
· Embedding Ethics in Projects → Require ethical reflection in group projects and research reports.
	· Observation of Behavior → Timeliness, responsibility, participation in group work.
· Reflective Journals → Students reflect on ethical challenges in using digital tools and IR case studies.



4. Characteristics

	PLOs
	Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs)
	Teaching methods
	Assessment methods

	2
	1. Demonstrate responsibility and discipline
2. Show adaptability and openness to new digital technologies and AI tools in learning and research.
3. Exhibit collaboration and respect in group work, discussions, and class activities.
	· Assignments with Clear Deadlines → Reinforce responsibility and discipline.
· Group Work & Projects → Build collaboration and mutual respect.
· Class Discussions & Debates → Encourage openness to diverse perspectives.
· Presentations → Strengthen confidence and professionalism.
	· Observation of Behavior → Punctuality, engagement, respect for peers.
· Assignment & Project Submission → Timeliness and responsibility.
· Peer & Self-Assessment → Evaluate teamwork, respect, and contribution.
· Presentation Evaluation → Assess confidence, clarity, and professionalism.
· Participation Grading → Encourage consistent involvement and positive attitude.
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4. [bookmark: 4._Course_Planning_and_Assessment]Course Planning and Assessment

1. Course planning

	Week
	Topics / Details
	Learning Activities / Media
	Hours
	Lecturer



	[bookmark: _Hlk205910538]Week
	Topics/Details	
	Learning Activities/Media
	Hours
	Lecturer

	1
	Course Orientation & Overview of the course requirements
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	Dr. Jiraroj Mamadkul

	2
	The New World Disorder? Shifting Global Power Dynamics
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	3
	Foreign Policies on the Israel-Palestine Conflict
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	4
	Artificial Intelligence and International Relations
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	5
	The Evolving Landscape of Global Security
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	6
	The Korean Peninsula Problem
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	7
	The One Belt One Road Initiative
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	8
	The Indo-Pacific Initiative
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	9
	The Politics of Migration and Refugees
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	10
	Gender, Race, and International Relations
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	11
	The Crisis of Global Governance
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	12
	Environmental Issues & Sustainable Development
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	13
	Looking Forward: Future Development Trends & Global Governance
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	14
	Presentations
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	15
	Presentations
	Lecture/Discussion/ Presentation
	3
	

	Total
	45
	




2. Assessment

	Activity
	Learning Outcome
	Assessment Weight
	Assessment Week

	Group Discussion
	1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1
	30
	2-15

	Class attendance, participation 
	2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 4.1
	 20

	1-15

	Group Presentation
	3.1, 3.3, 4.1
	20
	14-15

	Quizzes 
	1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.1, 2.2, 3.1, 3.2, 4.1
	30
	Throughout the semester




3. The alignment of Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) with learning results.
(For courses that use the standard curriculum criteria of B.E. 2565 only.)

	

CLOs
	1.
Knowledge
	
2. Skills
	
3. Ethics
	4.
Characteristics

	
	1.1
	1.2
	1.3
	1.4
	1.5
	1.6
	1.7
	2.1
	2.2
	3.1
	3.2
	3.3
	4.1

	CLO 1 Apply knowledge of international relations and development to understand and analyze current foreign affairs situations.
	
	✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	


✓
	


✓
	


✓
	✓
	✓
	✓
	


✓
	


✓
	✓
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5. [bookmark: 5._Course_Resources]Course Resources

1. Main textbooks and documents
Buzan, B. (1991). New Patterns of Global Security in the Twenty-First Century. In Source: International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs (Vol. 67, Issue 3).
Erans, G., & Sahnoun, M. (n.d.). The Resp i bili o Protect THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY in the last decade repeatedly. www.iciss-ciise.gc.ca.Meleouni, C., & Efthymiou, I. P. (2023). Artificial Intelligence and its Impact in International Relations. Journal of Politics and Ethics in New Technologies and AI, 2(1), e35803. https://doi.org/10.12681/jpentai.35803
Mearsheimer, J. (2001). "The Tragedy of Great Power Politics."
2. Essential documents and information

Ikenberry, John. (2011). The Future of the Liberal World Order: Internationalism After. In Ikenberry Source: Foreign Affairs (Vol. 90, Issue 3). http://www.jstor.orgURL:http://www.jstor.org/stable/23039408Accessed:25-11-201521:05UTC

3. Recommended documents and information
-


6. Course Feedback and Improvement
1. Course evaluation by students
Student evaluation of teaching effectiveness Course evaluation form
Group discussions between instructors and learners [image: ] Reflections based on learners’ behavior
[image: ] Suggestions through online channels prepared by the instructor for communication with students
[image: ] Others (please specify) ................................
2. Other methods of course evaluation Instructor evaluation form Reflections by students
[image: ] Exam results
[image: ]  Review of the assessment of learning outcomes
[image: ] Evaluation by the academic standards oversight committee [image: ] Observation of teaching by the teaching team members
·  Others (please specify) ................................                                           


3. Course development and improvement Seminar on teaching management Research inside and outside the classroom
 Others (please specify) 
4. The process of reviewing students’ learning outcomes for a course.
[image: ] Committees are established in the department to review students’ learning outcomes by examining exam reports, grading methods, and behavioral assessments.
[image: ]  Review of grading for student work by the department and faculty committee.
[image: ] Review of grading based on random inspections of student work by instructors or other qualified individuals who are not regular course instructors.
[image: ]  Others (please specify) ................................
5. Course revision and development plan
Revise the course annually based on suggestions and the review results per section 4. Revise the course annually based on the instructor evaluation results by students.
[image: ]  Others (please specify) ................................
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